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WELCOME TO THE SEVENTH EDITION 

Well, we’re seven editions into this adventure and the community spirit 

in these two Pelhams is shining ever brighter each month. Thank you 

once again for your articles and poems and please keep them coming. 

We’re also particularly pleased to be able to deliver your magazine on 

paper, thanks to our great printers, CZ Design and Print, and our team 

of intrepid deliverers. So many other aspects of our lives seem to be 

lived in a virtual electronic cave at present but we see no reason to take 

‘The Pelhams’ into it. Keep safe everyone. 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover photo 

This month’s cover shows Kings farmhouse, drawn by Major Monty 

Seaton in 1938.  Major Seaton was already in his mid-forties when war 

broke out in 1914 and became commander of the cadet territorial force 

at Cheltenham College. After the war he resumed his role as Head of 

English before coming to Furneux Pelham in 1937, where he quickly 

became closely involved in many village and church activities. He 

began sketching village scenes, often from photographs, and at least a 

dozen different views are known, variously showing the church, 

brewery, Tinkers Hill farm, the Star, the Yew Tree and general views 

along The Street and The Causeway.  When war again became 

imminent, he was appointed Chief ARP Warden and in 1942 he took 

over as the village postmaster, operating from ‘Dingley Dell’, just 

opposite the village sign. Major Seaton died in 1958 in his eighty-ninth 

year. 

 

A reminder from East Herts Council 

Car parking charges will be re-instated at all East Herts car parks with 

effect from 29th June. 

  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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The Brewery Tap 

We have been incredibly busy at The Tap since we were forced to close 

on Friday 20th March, trying to make the most of these unprecedented 

times and time on our hands that we will never have again! We have 

had a few projects going on and wanted to give locals an update. 

Firstly, the pub garden has had a huge transformation. We have taken 

down the old, and very unsafe, climbing frame, cleared bushes from 

the bottom of the garden and laid turf to create a really lovely new 

garden space which has massively opened up the garden and 

transformed the space. We have placed an order for some comfortable 

rattan garden furniture and for a big canvas sail sheet which will cover 

half of our garden and give us an area which gives shelter from the rain 

and sun and which we can use all year round. We are hoping that by 

making the most of our garden space you will all be able, and feel 

comfortable, coming to support us on 4th July when we are hopefully 

re opening our garden, offering drinks and a limited food menu.  

Our next project is the new village playground. As many of you will 

know, the Parish Council has wanted to create a village playground for 

a long time, but there hasn’t been a suitable piece of land to do this on. 

When we made the decision to take down the old climbing frame at 

the pub, we approached the Parish Council and have joined forces to 

enable us to put up a fabulous playground at the bottom of our car 

park. The Parish Council has very kindly donated a large sum of money 

towards the playground and many lovely villagers donated to the 

cause, as well as support from Pub is the Hub. The playground is being 

installed on 2nd/3rd July and we hope we will be allowed to open it not 

long after then. The playground has many different aspects to it to suit 

all ages as well as a separate swing set for younger children. We hope it 

will be enjoyed by many families for years to come.  

Our next project has been our outdoor wood fired pizza oven. We were 

determined that we wanted to start offering takeaway food again but 
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needed to be very cautious and ensure it worked for everyone 

involved. We had the idea of a wood fired pizza oven and two friends 

and local tradesmen, AJS Ltd and Gidney Building Services, spent 4 

evenings working incredibly hard to get it up and running for Friday 

12th June. We are now offering takeaway wood fired pizzas from  

5-8pm on Friday and Saturday evenings. Our menu changes weekly and 

can be found on our Facebook and Instagram pages, or you can give us 

a call and we can email it to you. Orders can be placed up until 12pm 

on the day of collection.  

Our final project has been our pop up shop. Since we bought the pub in 

December 2018 a village shop has always been in the pipeline, but 

COVID-19 has meant our plans have been brought forward by a couple 

of years. We obtained funding for the shop refrigeration units and 

some shelving from Pub is the Hub. The shop has been a huge success 

and it seems like months ago since we were packing collection and 

delivery boxes for locals. We worked out that so far we have packed 

over 1000 boxes and are still doing boxes for the vulnerable in our 

community. Since we have re opened the shop to the public we have 

had the most incredible response and support and people are 

travelling from as far as Hertford and Saffron Walden to come and use 

the shop. We have made a big decision and have decided to keep the 

shop as a permanent feature at the Tap. On 22nd June we have a 

summerhouse style unit being put up to house the shop and hope to 

officially open 'Furneux Stores’ not long after then. We will continue to 

offer the huge range of products we currently have and hope that 

locals will support us taking this big step. A reminder that the shop is 

open Monday - Saturday, 10am - 3pm and we are also offering 

takeaway teas and coffees.  

We want to say a huge, heartfelt thank you to each and every one of 

you who have supported the Tap in any way. The hospitality industry 

has been hit incredibly hard by this pandemic and will take years to 

recover, but we feel very lucky to have a pub in our lovely village where 
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we know we have the support from locals. Please do come and use the 

shop and pizza takeaway service and keep your fingers crossed that 

you can come and enjoy our garden from 4th July onwards. We will 

update our social media pages and website with any important news, 

so keep an eye on them.  

Many thanks again to the Parish Council, Pub is the Hub, and you all for 

your support. 

Stocking Pelham School 

 

 

 

 

 

Rectory Cottage 

Until 1874, local children were taught in Rectory Cottage, a single 

storey thatched building located within the grounds of the what is now 

the Old Rectory. It was likely built in the 16th century and used as a 

coach house. 

The Elementary Education Act of 1870 decreed that all villages should 

provide an acceptable primary education for all children. It was felt 

that Rectory Cottage was no longer really satisfactory and a  

purpose-built school should be provided. Accordingly, the school in 

Stocking Pelham, now the Village Hall was built with the aid of a grant 

and opened on the 8th June 1874. It was a simple rectangular shaped 

building with mild neo-gothic features and a gravel playground. The 

windows were set high in the walls to stop the children from being 

distracted and a boarded fence was erected to separate boys from 
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girls; a somewhat futile gesture as they could obviously get together as 

soon as they came out! At the time of its opening it had 31 pupils and 

the first to enrol was one Fanny Saville. Most children left at the age of 

11, but Fanny herself stayed on until she was 15. By this time she may 

well have been performing the roll of a pupil/teacher. 

A first hand account of the opening was given in 1934 to the late  

Mrs Cherry by William Lawrence, one of the original pupils. 

He reported that the children assembled at Rectory Cottage and then 

marched to the new school. The girls in starched white pinafores, the 

boys in as good clothes as mother could produce, complete with 

hobnailed boots. We must not forget the majority of the pupils came 

from not very affluent families, dependant on farm work.  

They were met at the door of the new school by managers to be given 

a stern talk on the treatment of the new furniture and other items of 

school equipment. In the school each desk had a bench attached which 

seated 5 pupils and the room could accommodate 50 scholars. Coats 

were hung in the porch on pegs, of which some are still in use. 

It was reported that in the 1890’s the ‘governess’ or teacher was a  

Miss Woollard. 

During the early part of the 20th century the number of children in the 

village gradually declined, due in part to their parents finding difficulty 

in securing employment and therefore necessitating a move away. 

Also, the trend to have a large number of children in the Victorian age 

had begun to diminish. However, teaching continued until 1918 when 

the last 6 or 7 pupils were transferred to Furneux or Berden. 

Although still owned by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, the building 

was used for a variety of purposes, including village meetings, a library 

and during WW2 the issue of ration books, Home Guard headquarters 

and fire watchers, and a registering point for evacuees. 

In 1946 the Ecclesiastical Commissioners decided to sell, but the Parish 

Council took the view that its use should be regularised and secured for 

the village as a proper village hall.  Negotiations were opened but 
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inevitably red tape and bureaucracy caused massive delays. Eventually 

in 1955 a deal was agreed for the Parish Council to purchase it for 

£175.00. The delay did not stop it being used in 1953 for a party to 

celebrate the Coronation of our Queen. 

In 1963 a major scheme to enlarge the hall to include a kitchen and 

toilets was very generously carried out, largely at his own expense by 

Mr Ron Porter, a local builder. 

Over the years the Village Hall has been used for many purposes and 

the Committee has organised numerous social functions. For some 

years now a very important user has been the very successful Pelham’s 

Pre-school. A happy case of history repeating itself. 

The School 1874 to 1918, now the Village Hall 

David Bailey 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  

The next full meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 2nd July at 
8.00pm via Zoom. Meetings are open to all village residents. Further 
information is available on the Parish Council website 
www.furneuxpelham.org.uk. 
 
The Parish Council has a vacancy to fill by co-option. If you are interested 

in being involved, please contact the Parish Clerk on 

info@furneuxpelham.org.uk   

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
mailto:info@furneuxpelham.org.uk
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Stocking Pelham Parish Council 

The second virtual ‘zoom’ Parish Council meeting was held on June 

18th. In attendance were Councillors Mike Hutchins, Andy Brown, 

Daniel Horn, Paul Lucas, Colin Berthoud, and Clerk Riikka Berthoud. 

Unfortunately, due to internet problems Louise Balham was unable to 

connect to the meeting. There were no members of the public present. 

Minutes of the previous meeting in May were approved and signed by 

Chairman Mike Hutchins, a copy of which will be posted on the Parish 

Council website. 

It was decided to post the link to next month’s Zoom meeting on the 

community Facebook page to make it simpler for any members of the 

public to attend. 

Mike Hutchins reported that due to the current crisis he had 

successfully secured a grant from East Herts for the Village Hall but that 

the money would be available for any village groups in Stocking Pelham 

in need of emergency funding. Riikka Berthoud said that she and Colin 

had applied for grants on behalf of the Cricket Club. 

It was also agreed that Andy Brown would again look into play 

equipment for the recreation field and that he would contact Steve 

Bratt at Furneux Pelham for any guidance as they have a similar 

project. 

Daniel Horn was pleased to report that the fence on the pub site had 

been lowered for safety reasons and now motorists and pedestrians 

had a better view at the junction. 

Paul Lucas had nothing new on planning while Colin Berthoud reported 

that he had made an offer for the pub on behalf of the action group 

but so far had not received a response. 

Full details of the meetings minutes will be posted on the Parish 

Council website (www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk) once approved. The 

next meeting will be held on Thursday July 16th at 6.00pm. 

Mike Hutchins - Chair, SPPC  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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Contribute to the upkeep of the church 

Over recent months, the churches have received no income from plate 
collections or fundraisers. Please consider making a donation to 
maintain the fabulous churches in the Pelhams. 
 

In Furneux Pelham, donations can now be made by text. 
Text STMARYFP 5 to 70450 to donate £5. Donations can be any value 
between £1 and £20 and texts cost the donation plus one standard 
rate message.  

 

R 
 

R is a letter that's used quite a lot  

Where it is depends if you like it or not. 

If it stands for Reading then that's all great 

But if it's Covid related it's a letter we hate. 

 

Point 7 we love and all can sleep  easy 

But point 9 and we begin to feel slightly queezy. 

As long as it's under 1 we'll be fine 

Once it goes over, we're in for a worrying time. 

 

Live Chinese markets are all to blame 

We'll "follow the Science", we hear it again and again. 

The Science is a rumour that Scientists spread 

The trouble is it's led to 42000 dead. 

 

Nobody knows how to sort this all out 

"Let's have woman" the ladies all shout. 

The truth of the matter is no one knows how to solve it 

So let's sit on our RRRs and hope that will resolve it! 
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  Sock saga two 
 

 A long time has passed in the story of socks, 
 The boys have moved on and the sock basket mocks. 
 The socks I have now are all, mostly new, 
 Just mine and the old man, 
 That washing machine, it still eats a few! 
 

 My trusty odd sock basket has travelled the world, 
 It’s packed full of memories in a kind of sock swirl. 
 Marvel, Spider Man and wizards galore 
 Tigers, Tank engines, Ninja Turtles and more. 
 

 But now I have granddaughters, with small pretty feet 
 So I can indulge those toes clean and sweet 
 Princesses, sparkles, unicorns and stars, 
 Ribbons, bows and even pink cars! 
 Hurray for grandchildren, whatever the hue 
 During this lockdown we have so much missed you! 
 

Fly tipping 

There have been a few examples of this lately. Just a reminder that you can 

report fly tipping using the on-line fly tipping form at www.eastherts.gov.uk. East 

Herts Council can only remove rubbish dumped on verges, on pavements next 

to roads and on Council owned land. Please include as many details as you can, 

including: 

• location and type of rubbish 

• details of vehicle that dumped it if possible 

• description of the people involved if possible 

Please do not touch the fly tip or remove any items from the waste. If you witness 

flytipping actually taking place, call the police on 999. 

If the waste is blocking all or part of a road call Hertfordshire County Council on 

0300 1234 047 or use their on-line Highway Fault Reporting form. 

 
 

  

http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

 

In response to COVID-19 and Government restrictions to places of worship, all 
Sunday and weekday worship services are suspended. This doesn't mean no 
church but it does mean church in a different way! 
 

Every week we are meeting (virtually, via zoom) for services.  
Here is our schedule of services: 
Sunday Morning children’s worship 9.30 am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10.30 am 
Wednesdays – Informal Morning Prayer 9.30 am 
Friday evenings – Celtic Evening Prayer 8.00 pm 
 

Additionally, for Sundays, you can receive by email, Sunday Morning Worship 
information including a reading, prayers, a reflection, links to music to listen to 
and church news.  If you wish to receive this or the ID number and password for 
joining these services, please contact the office churchoffice@braughing.org.uk 
Please note that currently the Parish Office, in a closed church, is unable to receive 
telephone calls but the Administrator, Ali Bennett is picking up emails.  
 

From Sunday, 21st June the church at Furneux Pelham will be open for private 
prayer between 3 pm to 4 pm followed by every consecutive Sunday at this time.  
Entry, via the small south door, will be restricted to St Katherine’s chapel area 
(sorry no toilet access). A PCC member will be present to ensure safe practices are 
complied with. Hopefully, as restrictions continue to ease, more church opening 
times will be offered including the starting of services again at both our churches. 
However, if you are only able to come at another time, please contact  
Rev’d Julie Gawthrope who can arrange for the church to be open for you  
(01920) 823531 | vicar@braughing.org.uk  
 

Follow the churches on Facebook (St Mary the Virgin – Braughing, Furneux 
Pelham & Stocking Pelham) or catch up on past services via the “St Mary’s, 
BFPSP” YouTube channel. 
 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a Benefice 
of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing.  
 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 
 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant  (Please contact Malcolm 
Ewen in the absence of the Rector – (01279) 777530)  

mailto:churchoffice@braughing.org.uk
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Hugh Chamberlain’s career in motor sport - Part 2 

I wrote a short history of my beginnings in motorsport for this magazine and 

to my surprise did not get anyone complaining. This is probably because the 

pub is shut so that if anyone had read it, they did not see me to complain! 

However, yesterday I was asked by Linda Gale if I would write a ‘part 2’, so 

here it is. 

I left Part 1 in the early 80’s with Club cars and engine building. Time moved 

on, as in 1985 we moved to bigger and better (faster) cars. Still sports cars but 

very different sports cars. We built a car to a new specification called 

Thundersports. Basically we got a company called Tiga to build a chassis into 

which we could put a very powerful engine. A mate who happened to be 

Managing Director of McLaren Cars, Creighton Brown introduced me to local 

Formula 1 engine designer Brian Hart, who after many pints and bottles of 

Pinot Grigio agreed to supply us with the contents of his dustbin. The result 

was an 1800cc 4 cylinder turbocharged motor that produced about 700 BHP. 

Complete madness but wonderful fun to drive. My name was on the van so I 

did most of the testing of this machine. It was as light as a Formula 1 car and 

quicker in the straight line. As I said, great fun. 

Will Hoy was again the main race driver together with other luminaries. 

However, various minor problems ensured that the results were ordinary at 

best. It took us 12 months to get it reliable when at the beginning of 1986 I 

was contacted by the organisation who ran the World Sports Car 

Championship, who wanted to know if I would be interested in modifying our 

car in order to run in the World Endurance Championship?  The car needed a 

relatively small amount of modification to make it legal, and the first race 

would be at Monza in Italy!  12 Months earlier I was running cars at Brands 

Hatch and Mallory Park and someone wanted the Team to run in a World 

Championship.  My immediate reaction was that it would be impossible. No 

money was a big problem and personally I was not sure we would be good 

enough. I had only read about the likes of Jacky Ickx, Derek Bell in their 

Rothmans Porsche’s. Anyway I knew I would do it somehow so I agreed. 

Getting to Monza was a saga in itself. In those days, to move race cars and kit 

across frontiers was difficult in the extreme. The organisation needed was 

immense. The Customs Carnet was the main problem. Everything on the truck 
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had to be listed on the docket and even worse you had to take very expensive 

insurance to cover everything on your list. All tools, spares, the car, bodywork 

wheels and tyres gear ratios, clothing, everything.  I sent the truck from 

Portsmouth to Le Havre overnight on the Monday in the hope that they 

would get south of Paris by lunchtime on Tuesday. I got the call from them 

the following morning. Hoping to hear that they were on schedule and 

somewhere near Lyon, I got a shock. ‘Where are you?’ Weymouth came the 

reply. I thought my heart would stop. ‘I know it might sound silly, but why?’  

‘We got to Le Havre all right but apparently one of the Carnet sheets had not 

been signed, so they sent us back!’  International motorsport did not seem to 

as much fun as I had hoped. We did get there, we did compete but did not 

finish all the 1000 km distance.  

The next race was even worse, it was in Fuji, Japan. Not only was it a long way 

away, but we had to fly everything. More lists, more carnets, less kit because 

it had to go in the hold of a Jumbo so you had to take much of the bodywork 

off to get into the space allotted. We finished all 1000 km of the race but my 

memory is that you should not stay in the Gotemba Station Hotel. The only 

good thing was leaving it to drive to the circuit to find the hire car owned by a 

rather pompous Danish driver looking forlorn sitting on bricks, but without 

any wheels! 

I apologise for rambling on but so many things, places and races have gone by 

that it is only when you try to write them down do you realise just how much 

fun you had. We did our first Le Mans 24 hour race in 1987 and our last in 

2012. We won our first World Championship in 1989 and our 3rd in 1999. If 

you want a 3rd instalment you had better ask Linda. 

 

 

Car 27, is the 1985 Tiga-Hart, 

ready for loading for first trip to 

Monza. 
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Car 127, is the car that replaced 

Car 27 in 1987, the Spice –Hart, 

at Silverstone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car 22, is the next generation 

of chassis a Spice-Cosworth at 

Dijon. 

 

Little Hadham bypass road works update 

A120 Hadham Road (Hadham Park Roundabout) 

Two way control traffic lights between 8.00am and 6.00pm continue until Friday 

10th July. 

The Ford at Little Hadham 

Full road closure from Monday 13th July to Tuesday 1st September. 

For more information please see www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass  

http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/a120bypass
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 

I can’t help noticing that after weeks of glorious lockdown sunshine the 

weather has got rather less idyllic. 

This at a time when we have been told by our great and glorious 

leaders that we are allowed to have visitors in our gardens again…. 

Thinking back, though, over the last few weeks, it occurs to me that my 

garden has been full of unexpected visitors, some welcome, some less 

so.    Let me itemise some of those who have dropped in since March. 

1. Song birds, mostly just around dawn, shouting at the tops of 

their voices.   Even rousing the Husband who was forced to 

spring up from his beauty sleep to slam the bedroom window 

shut, muttering less than lyrical compliments about early 

morning birdsong. 

2. Pheasants, mostly just around dawn.   See above for effect on 

Husband. 

3. Skylarks.   A great visitor.  Soaring over the garden, singing away 

and lifting the spirits sky high. 

4. Eldest grandson.  A recent introduction, this one, as only just 

allowed to come back to the garden.  Usually only around 

during uni holidays, and then generally only visible after sunset.    

Here not to socialise but to earn much needed cash, painting 

sheds, felling trees, chopping wood and generally eating his 

body weight in chocolate digestives.    

5. Whatever it is that is eating the peas…pigeons, muntjac, 

whatever.    They rock up every year, eat everything in sight, 

including the protective netting, and once they are satisfied 

they have created a waste land, clear off to pastures new next 

door.    Not to worry though, they’ll be back…. 

6. The baby grass snake in the pond.    The Husband is both 

fascinated and delighted and spends lots of time trying to spot 
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it, or researching interesting facts about grass snakes.   Yes, 

apparently there are some. 

7. The moorhen that dropped in for a few days to catch titbits 

from the bird table and bob up and down on our not very big 

pond.  It did move on very rapidly as presumably the lack of 

stimulating conversation from the newts was just too dismal. 

8. The buzzards and kites that circle overhead, looking for carrion.     

Must remember not to lie motionless on the grass for too 

long…. 

Of course, because of government diktat we are missing some of the 

visitors who usually frequent the garden at this time of year.  Small 

grandchildren, to name but a few.   But doubtless they will soon be 

back, eating all the strawberries and we will be wondering why we 

can’t hear the birds any more. 

From the still peaceful confines of the potting shed, may I wish you all a 

very happy summer…. 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent. 

Lavender (Lavandula augustifolia) 

As Lavender ’Hidcote’ is just coming into flower in my garden, and my 

studies continue with the International Federation of Aromatherapists, 

I thought I would share this brief description. 

History:  Lavender was used by the Egyptians and was valued as an 

antidote to poison by the Romans.  It is thought that Lavender’s first 

cultivation at scale began in 1568 near Hitchin in Hertfordshire by 

Huguenot refugees from the Cathar region of France.  By the 1600s 

Culpeper declared Lavender to be so well known as to need no 

description.  Production was scaled in England in the nineteenth and 

early twentieth century where cultivation of English Lavender and 

production of the essential oils were extensive around Mitcham in 

Surrey and Hitchin with clones of this Lavender used to develop 

production in Norfolk.   In the trade, English Lavender was considered 
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superior to French Lavender and was used for toiletries (e.g. Yardley) 

and the pharmaceutical industry. 

The word ‘aromatherapie’ was first used in the 1907s by French 

chemist Rene-Maurice Gattefosse, who devoted his life to researching 

the healing properties of essential oils.  Whilst in his perfume 

laboratory, he set his arm on fire and thrust it into the nearest cold 

liquid, which happened to be Lavender oil.  He noticed immediate pain 

relief, with the wound healing in remarkable time with minimal 

discomfort and scarring.  Dr Rene-Maurice Gattefosse went on to 

become known as the ‘Father of Aromatherapy’ with others going on 

to study essential oils as a result of his experience. 

Lavender antiseptic properties were well known by the French 

Academy of Medicine, where it was used in the swabbing of wounds, 

treatment of sores, burns and scalds.  The oil has been the focus of 

several clinical trials and has been used in some hospitals around the 

world as an alternative to using orthodox drugs to help dispel anxiety 

and help patients sleep.  

Lavender enjoys the status of being the most popular and versatile 

essential oil in aromatherapy.  The essential oil is regarded as the 

mother of essential oils as it cares for a multitude of physical and 

psychological problems and like a mother can accomplish several jobs 

at the same time. 

Some of its many benefits:  Skin: antiseptic, burns, healing, 

inflammatory skin conditions of acne, dermatitis, eczema, psoriasis, 

rashes, burns, insect bites Muscular: arthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, 

aches, strains Nervous: stress, anxiety, insomnia Emotional: worry and 

fear. 

Both Lavender & Chamomile and Lavender & Clary Sage are available 

on our website www.secondnaturesoaps.co.uk. 

If you have any questions or are interested in any particular topics or 

have any suggestions for future articles, I would be delighted to hear 

from you at info@secondnaturesoaps.co.uk                       Juliette Badger  

http://www.secondnaturesoaps.co.uk/
mailto:info@secondnaturesoaps.co.uk
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Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee 

In 1887 the celebrations to mark Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee held in 

Hertfordshire towns and villages were reported over two weeks in The 

Hertfordshire Mercury. The issue of Saturday July 2nd 1887 recorded 

events in Furneux Pelham and Albury. 

In Furneux Pelham a subscription of over £75 was raised that allowed 

for ‘greater festivities than it had fallen to the lot of the oldest inhabitants 

to witness on any former occasion for public rejoicing’. Following a short 

service in the church, all the men, women and children of school age who 

lived or worked in the parish, gathered in Bowyer’s Barn for a cold 

collation of beef, mutton, ham, salad and plum pudding. As befits a 

village with a brewery there was an unlimited supply of beer and aerated 

waters. The barn, which measured about 100 feet long was arranged to 

seat over 400 people. It had been ‘extensively and effectively decorated 

for the occasion’. At the entrance to the field there was a large triumphal 

arch surmounted by the words “God Save the Queen” 

Later in the afternoon there were hurdle races, flat races, high and broad 

jumps, wheel barrow races, etc for which there were over 120 prizes. A 

meat tea was provided for the women and children. Food was also sent 

to those who were unable to attend. 

There was, however, 

still food left over and 

the celebrations 

continued into a 

second day when the 

school children were 

treated to a 

substantial meal of 

cold meat and plum 

pudding. The 

committee also 

promised a Jubilee 

mug to each child but 

‘owing to the great 

demand Mssrs H Doulton will be unable to supply them for some weeks’. 

There was sufficient money in the Jubilee Fund for a new stained glass 

window in the church. This is the window in the south aisle with the 
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central figure of Mary Magdalene. It was installed in 1888 and the 

designer, W G Taylor, was one of the leading designers of the Gothic 

Revival. 

The celebrations in Albury were held in the grounds of Albury Hall. The 

reporter for The Hertfordshire Mercury seemed to be entranced by the 

setting and described it thus: ‘Wending our way through the parish it 

seemed absolutely deserted, the only sounds that greeted the ear being 

the carolling of larks and the warbling of countless birds that tenanted 

the hedgerows bright with the garb of summer flowers. On entering 

Albury Park, the gates of which were adorned with the Union Jack and 

the Royal Standard, the scene changed. On the lawn and in the park 

there could not have been less than 700 persons including visitors’. 

As in Furneux Pelham there was a dinner of roast beef for the men and 

women of the estate, for which 300 pounds of meat had been provided, 

plus plum pudding and ale. Other villagers were given a meat tea with 

beer and lemonade. The school children all wore Jubilee medals given 

by the vicar and following their own special tea they ‘dispersed in the 

park rich with sylvan retreats to enjoy the luxury of swings, toys, oranges, 

etc.’ 

The band of the 1st Herts Volunteers had been positioned at the edge of 

the lawn and their music ‘seemed to invite dancing, for rarely have we 

seen villagers enter into the pastime so generally and with so much zest’. 

Beyond this was the course for the sports contest. 

At 8.00 pm the band moved to the centre of the lawn for the finale – the 

National Anthem and speeches and then ‘Headed by the band playing 

Auld Lang Syne the villagers started homewards, never having had such 

rejoicing in their parish before’. 

On the same day that these two events occurred, Queen Victoria enjoyed 

her own celebration in London. She and members of her extended family 

attended a service in Westminster Abbey, the route to which was lined 

with people, followed by luncheon at four o’clock. In her journal she 

recorded: ‘The noise of the crowd, which began yesterday, went on till 

late. Felt truly grateful that all has passed off so admirably, and this 

never-to-be-forgotten day will always leave the most gratifying and heart-

stirring memories behind’. 

Furneux Pelham History Group  
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

Recently we have enjoyed above average hours of sunshine and walking 

or cycling along paths, bridleways and less busy roads has enabled us to 

admire the abundance of wildflowers and their insect visitors on field 

margins and wayside verges.  

Many of these insects are the familiar pollinators such as butterflies, 

hoverflies and bees. For obvious reasons, observations of insect / plant 

interactions after dark are less well studied, especially pollination 

activities.  Concerns about the impact of bright lights on the behaviour of 

night-flying moths assumed a greater importance when a report published 

in 2017 revealed that crop yields could be reduced by as much as 13% in 

well-lit areas as the pollinating moths became disorientated.  Ongoing 

research is revealing the importance of various moths in pollinating 

flowers, including those of crops such as soft fruits, peas and beans.   

Moths transport pollen on their tongues and undersides as they flit from 

flower to flower under the cover of darkness.  Maintaining a wide variety 

of food plants for their caterpillars is a good reason for the retention of 

unmown verges, wildflower meadows or flower-rich gardens.  

Darker nights also help our own appreciation of the wonders of the 

universe. Away from ‘civilisation’ there are many excellent locations for 

star gazing across the Hundred Parishes where there is little artificial light 

after dark. You can check the details for your own location on the online 

map of CPRE’s 2020 star count on www.cpre.org.uk/starcountresults .   

Bright lights can be intrusive and there are concerns about their impact on 

human health and wellbeing.  Local councils can adopt policies to tackle 

light pollution and protect our dark skies.  Minimising the use of bright 

lights can save money and will enable moths to keep busy with their 

valuable pollination services in unlit areas. 

Tricia Moxey, Trustee 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk  
 

  

http://www.cpre.org.uk/starcountresults
http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER   REPORT 

May was a very pleasant month with many hours of sunshine. I do not 

have any method of recording that, but the weather experts reported 

that it was the sunniest May since records began! 

It was like summer for most of the days, the hottest being 27c on the 

19th and 20th of the month. The coldest nights were on the 11th and 

13th of the month at -1c. 

As for rainfall, well there really wasn’t any. The total for the month was 

2.1mm which is barely enough to measure and certainly wasn’t 

sufficient to make the plants any happier. I never mind my lawn going 

brown as I don’t have cut it so often.  

The one blessing about the very pleasant weather was that it has 

helped to make lock down due to Covid 19 more bearable. 

Janet Birch 
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

MAGAZINE, PLEASE EMAIL COPY TO 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 15th OF THE MONTH. 

Please send in your news, details of events or reports about 

what’s been going on.  

The team producing this community magazine reserves the right 

to adjust formatting or to not print any article that it considers to 

be inappropriate or discriminatory. In addition, the team does not 

necessarily agree or disagree with the opinions aired in any article 

printed. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ADVERT IN THIS MAGAZINE, 

PLEASE EMAIL ADVERT TO pelhamscommag@gmail.com BY THE 

15th OF THE MONTH. 

Commercial advertising rates per annum: 
1

4
 page £30 | 

1

2
 page £60 | full page £120 per annum.  

Invoices will be issued upon receipt of advert. 

If you are a voluntary or charitable organisation in Furneux 

Pelham or Stocking Pelham, we will advertise your fundraising 

event for free, up to a page - subject to space available. 

Voluntary or charitable organisations outside the village - £10 per 

event. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

